Catholic Christmas Prayers

Three Christmas prayers by saints of the Church.

Nativity Prayer by St. Augustine of Hippo

Let the just rejoice,

for their Justifier is born.
Let the sick and infirm rejoice,
for their Savior is born.

Let the captives rejoice,
for their Redeemer is born.
Let slaves rejoice,

for their Master is born.
Let free men rejoice,

for their Liberator is born.
Let all Christians rejoice,
for Jesus Christ is born.

Nativity Prayer of St. Bernard of Clairvaux

Let Your goodness, Lord, appear to us, that we,
made in your image, conform ourselves to it.

In our own strength

we cannot imitate Your majesty, power, and wonder,
nor is it fitting for us to try.
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But Your mercy reaches from the heavens
through the clouds to the earth below.

You have come to us as a small Child,

but you have brought us the greatest of all gifts,
the gift of eternal love.

Caress us with Your tiny hands,

embrace us with Your tiny arms

and pierce our hearts with Your soft, sweet cries.

Christmas Prayer of Pope St. John XXIII

O sweet Child of Bethlehem,

grant that we may share with all our hearts

in this profound mystery of Christmas.

Put into the hearts of men and women this peace
for which they sometimes seek so desperately
and which You alone can give to them.

Help them to know one another better,

and to live as brothers and sisters,

children of the same Father.

Reveal to them also your beauty, holiness, and purity.

Awaken in their hearts

love and gratitude for Your infinite goodness.
Join them all together in your love.

And give us Your heavenly peace. Amen.
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