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St. Patrick is said to have written this prayer to strengthen himself with God's protection as
he prepared to confront and convert Loegaire, pagan high king of Ireland and his druid
priests. Through the prayers and pleas of St Patrick, the power and might of God came upon
this druid land and that day a broken king knelt before God.

This confrontation between Patrick's God and demonic forces marked the beginning of

a thirty-year mission to Ireland. Danger and hardship remained Patrick's constant
companions. Many sought his life. Twice he was imprisoned by his enemies--once for two
full months. Intimidated? Not Patrick. "Daily | expect murder, fraud, or captivity," he wrote,
"but | fear none of these things because of the promises of heaven. | have cast myself into
the hands of God Almighty who rules everywhere."

St Patrick's Breastplate
| arise today

Through a mighty strength, the invocation of the Trinity,
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Through the belief in the threeness,

Through the confession of the oneness

Of the Creator of Creation.
| arise today

Through the strength of Christ's birth with his baptism,
Through the strength of his crucifixion with his burial,
Through the strength of his resurrection with his ascension,
Through the strength of his descent for the Judgment Day.

| arise today

Through the strength of the love of Cherubim,

In obedience of angels,
In the service of archangels,

In hope of resurrection to meet with reward,

In prayers of patriarchs,

In predictions of prophets,
In preaching of apostles,
In faith of confessors,

In innocence of holy virgins,
In deeds of righteous men.
| arise today
Through the strength of heaven:
Light of sun,
Radiance of moon,
Splendor of fire,
Speed of lightning,
Swiftness of wind,
Depth of sea,
Stability of earth,
Firmness of rock.
| arise today
Through God's strength to pilot me:
God's might to uphold me,
God's wisdom to guide me,
God's eye to look before me,
God's ear to hear me,
God's word to speak for me,
God's hand to guard me,
God's way to lie before me,
God's shield to protect me,
God's host to save me
From snares of demons,
From temptations of vices,
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From everyone who shall wish meiill,
Afar and anear,
Alone and in multitude.
| summon today all these powers between me and those evils,
Against every cruel merciless power that may oppose my body and soul,
Against incantations of false prophets,
Against black laws of pagandom
Against false laws of heretics,
Against craft of idolatry,

Against spells of witches and smiths and wizards,
Against every knowledge that corrupts man's body and soul.
Christ to shield me today
Against poison, against burning,

Against drowning, against wounding,

So that there may come to me abundance of reward.
Christ with me, Christ before me, Christ behind me,
Christ in me, Christ beneath me, Christ above me,

Christ on my right, Christ on my left,

Christ when | lie down, Christ when | sit down, Christ when | arise,
Christ in the heart of every man who thinks of me,
Christ in the mouth of everyone who speaks of me,
Christ in every eye that sees me,

Christ in every ear that hears me.
| arise today
Through a mighty strength, the invocation of the Trinity,
Through belief in the threeness,

Through confession of the oneness,

Of the Creator of Creation. AMEN.

St Patrick

Bishop, Patron of Ireland
381-461

FEAST DAY - March 17

Ste Patrick, ora pro nobis!
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